[image: image2.png]



SERBIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH OF SAINT SAVA

CHURCH CONGREGATION COUNCIL

89 Lancaster Road, London W11 1QQ

Tel. +44 (020) 7727 8367  

email: crkva@spclondon.org web: www.spclondon.org


[image: image1.emf]    SERBIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH OF SAINT SAVA   CHURCH CONGREGATION COUNCIL   89 Lancaster Road, London W11 1QQ   T el. +44 (020) 7727 8367     email: crkva@spclondon.org web: www.spclondon.org    


Press release

Book Presentation: "The Christian Heritage of Kosovo and Metohija"
Publisher: Sebastian Press, Los Angeles

     Institute for Balkan Studies, Academy of Sciences and Arts, Belgrade


     The Episcopal Council of the Serbian Orthodox Church in North America

                 Faculty of Orthodox Theology-University of Belgrade

                 BLAGO fund

                 Serbica Americana

                 Interklima-grafika Vrnjci

Year of publication: 2015

Date of Event:  Sunday, 10th May 2015, At 7 pm
Venue: Kings College Chapel, Strand, London WC2R 2LS
The book presents a cultural history and the heritage of the Serbian Medieval Kingdom ruled by Nemanjić Dynasty, its cultural development over centuries and its patriotic heart, which resided in Raška and Kosovo. The rich Serbian cultural heritage was little known to the world and for a long time was neglected. There were 1300 churches and monasteries built in medieval times; not all of them survived calamitous historic events, but the major and the most beautiful are still a great pride of the Serbian people and their national heritage. In order to preserve the original art and architecture of monasteries and frescos, UNESCO made a decision to list all Serbian monasteries along with some of the Serbian churches in Kosovo, as World Heritage monuments.  This means that Serbian spiritual and historic values are protected for the generations of people to come as the exceptional tributes of an era, which determined the nation’s identities, when the world was changing hastily, to achieve its present form. Serbia was struggling for independence and freedom until the 19th century and the medieval heritage, whether clerical or secular, was a light in the darkness and an inspiration for the future generations. 
This book is important because it encompasses centuries of Serbian culture, art, literature and its struggle to remain an independent and leading intellectual power in the Balkan and South-East Europe. Kosovo was the centre of Serbian civilization and the major monuments and national heritage are still there as silent witnesses of inevitable changes of power.
Serbia was on the cross roads between East and West and a passageway for the mighty Crusaders and medieval travelers. One of the main political tasks of the rulers was to balance the great powers emerging after the split of the former Roman Empire. During the Nemanjićs’ time, Serbia was prosperous, even one of the richest countries in the region, and that was reflected through original, extraordinary developments of culture, society, art (frescos, icons) and architecture.  New skills also developed at the monasteries: writing and illuminating manuscripts, enhancing literacy among aristocratic population.  The most important field of industry was mining (silver and gold mine at Novo Brdo near Gnjilane-Kosovo, Trepča, Srebrenica, Rudnik among others) which was the main source of the Serbian Kingdom wealth.  

The recent conflict drew attention to the medieval heritage in Serbia and Kosovo. This book showcases the Christian heritage of Kosovo and Metohije and the need to protect it.
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